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#1
IN CENTRAL ASIA,
CIS AND 
THE CAUCASUS

Welcome to Astana —
the capital of Kazakhstan!

A modern and rapidly growing
metropolis, Astana attracts students and
professionals from across Central Asia
and beyond. Here, youʼll find world-class
education, career opportunities, and
an inspiring environment that fosters growth.

The city is renowned for its futuristic
architecture, lush parks, and vibrant
riverfront, making it an ideal place to
live, study, and connect. Clean, safe, and 
dynamic — Astana combines tradition with 
modernity, offering a truly unique lifestyle.
Kazakhstan is a land of hospitality and
bright opportunities.

In Astana, youʼll always feel welcomed and 
supported — a place where you can build your 
future with confidence
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PRESIDENTʼS 
WELCOME

As the new President of Nazarbayev
University, I am committed to working with our 
vibrant community of students, faculty, staff, 
and partners to build a university that will be a 
source of national pride. Our goal is to be a 
catalyst for progress in the region, making 
substantial contributions to knowledge creation, 
leadership development, and societal 
transformation, as well as reforms in higher 
education and health services.

Since its establishment in 2010, NU has
been a pioneering institution, recognized for its 
academic excellence and its role as a world-class 
research university. We are the leading research 
university in Central Asia. However, our ambitions 
are to be among the best universities globally and 
we have clear plans to take us there.
We also take pride in our partnerships with leading 
universities, research centers, and international 
organizations globally, which provide opportunities 
for collaboration, student and faculty exchange, 
and cutting-edge research.

Our diverse and inclusive community, with faculty 
and students from over 60 countries, is a source 
of strength and global connections for research,
student life and teaching.

Professor 
Waqar Ahmad

President of 
Nazarbayev University
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Whether you are a prospective student, faculty 
member or partner, opportunities here 
are vast. While we commit to excellence 
in teaching, research and student life, 
we also take pride in being a welcoming 
and supportive community. As a residential 
university, we have exceptional facilities 
to support our community. In particular, 
student life at NU is world-class, with 
outstanding facilities for entertainment, cultural 
life and sports.
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Further information on the University 
is also available on our website.
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Founded in 2010 in Astana, Nazarbayev
University (NU) has quickly become Central 
Asia s̓ most prestigious research university.
Here, you will find world-class teaching,
groundbreaking research, and a vibrant
international community that will prepare
you to lead in a rapidly changing world.
The NU campus spans over 94 hectares, 
featuring modern academic buildings and 
recreational facilities. A network of enclosed 
Skywalks connects key buildings, ensuring 
comfort and accessibility throughout the year. 
Campus security is ensured through 24/7 
surveillance and professional staff presence, 
providing a safe and welcoming environment 
for everyone.

WELCOME TO 
NAZARBAYEV UNIVERSITY

Imagine a university at the heart
of Eurasia where knowledge meets
innovation, and ambition meets
opportunity.
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Nazarbayev University is ranked in the top 17% 
of international research universities according 
to the 2027 Times Higher Education World 
University Rankings (THE WUR) edition.

NU has entered the 376-400 band, advancing 
by 200 places in 2 years and  confirming its 
status as the #1 university in Central Asia, 
CIS and the Caucasus.

NU is listed in the Times Higher Education 
Asia University Rankings for 2026, 
ranked 150 out of 929 institutions. 

The rankings for Asia utilize identical criteria for the 
THE World University Rankings, adjusted to suit the specific 
characteristics of Asian institutions. These rankings 
evaluate universities across the key missions such as 
teaching quality, research output, knowledge transfer, 
and international outlook, ensuring comprehensive 
and equitable comparisons among universities.

 

NU RANKING 
& ACCREDITATION

TOP
17% 

150
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In 2025, Nazarbayev University was awarded 
institutional accreditation following a rigorous 
International Quality Review by the UK Quality 
Assurance Agency for Higher Education (QAA).

This signifies that NU adheres to the highest 
international standards for quality and 
governance in higher education. It reaffirms the 
university s̓ position as a leading institution and 
reinforces the global recognition and value 
of a Nazarbayev University degree.

EAPAA 
(European Association for Public 
Administration Accreditation), 

NASPAA 
(Network of Schools of Public Policy, Affairs, 
and Administration) — 
Master in Public Policy, 
Master in Public Administration

AMBA 
(Association of MBAs), 
BGA (Business Graduates Association) — 
MBA, Executive MBA

ECAQA 
(Eurasian Centre for Accreditation 
and Quality Assurance in Higher Education 
and Health Care) — Doctor of Medicine

APHEA
(Agency for Public Health Education 
Accreditation) —
Master of Public Health

BALEAP 
(The British Association of Lecturers in English 
for Academic Purposes) —
Modules FEAP 010 and 020

QAA 
(Quality Assurance Agency for Higher 
Education) — 
MA in Multilingual Education, 
MSc in Educational Leadership, 
PhD in Education

NU is actively pursuing further global 
recognition to ensure its programs meet the 
most prestigious international standards:

AACSB 
(The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business) - NU Graduate School of Business 
is actively pursuing accreditation from the 
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools 
of Business.

ABET 
(Accreditation Board 
for Engineering and Technology) —
BEng in Electrical and Computer Engineering, 
BSc in 
Computer Science, 
Physics, 
Chemistry, 
Mathematics, 
Biological Sciences, 
Petroleum Engineering

INSTITUTIONAL 
ACCREDITATION

PROGRAM 
ACCREDITATION 

ONGOING 
ACCREDITATION 
PROCESSES
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Our research speaks for itself:
A Field-Weighted Citation Impact of 2.11, 
with over 63% of our publications written 
with international partners.

And our students are not just learners — 
one-third of NUs̓ publications are 
co-authored by them, in world-leading 
journals such as Nature.

ISSAI:

Cancer Research:

Institute of Batteries:

Exoskeleton A-GEAR:

Kazakhstans̓ first Large Language 
Model (KazLLM), multilingual AI, 
and digital breakthroughs shaping 
industries.

Pioneering therapies for 
KRAS-mutant cancers.

Cutting-edge energy storage 
solutions.

Affordable robotics transforming 
rehabilitation.

2,11A Field-Weighted 
Citation Impact of 

INNOVATION HIGHLIGHTS:
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Nazarbayev University is home to over
270 laboratories across 9 research
clusters, where groundbreaking
solutions for the future are being
developed. Here, youʼll turn ideas into
reality — experimenting, building,
testing, and innovating alongside
world-class researchers.

Intelligence 
& Robotics

Fundamental Science

Space & Industry

Computing 
& Cybersecurity

Ecology & Energy

Electronic & 
Photonic Systems

Biology

Behavioral Sciences

Developing AI, robotics, and 
human-robot interaction

Sustainable technologies 
and renewable energy

Innovations in additive
manufacturing and aerospace.

Machine learning, cybersecurity, 
and big data

Sustainable environmental 
and energy solutions

Cutting-edge developments in 
optoelectronics and nanophotonics

Neurophysiology, genetics,
and biomedicine

Neuroscience and machine learning 
in education and healthcare

These labs arenʼt just spaces — 
they are gateways to discovery, 
preparing you to solve tomorrows̓ 
challenges today.

OUR CLUSTERS 
& LABORATORIES

WHERE 
INNOVATION 
HAPPENS:

research
clusters

270 
9 

laboratories
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At NU, talent knows no boundaries.
Admission is fully merit-based,
attracting the brightest students
from Kazakhstan and beyond.

They continue their journey at world-leading 
universities — Harvard, Oxford, Cambridge, 
Stanford, MIT — or join industry giants 
to make an immediate impact.

TEACHING 
FUTURE 
LEADERS

We offer more than 80 programs 
at undergraduate, 
master s̓, and 
PhD levels, covering every field — 
from robotics and medicine 
to public policy and business.

80

AND OUR 
GRADUATES?

LIBRARY: 
THE HEART 
OF KNOWLEDGE

NUs̓ library is more than a place to read — 
it s̓ a hub of ideas and innovation.
With over 280,000 resources, 67 academic 
databases, and 24/7 access to collaborative 
workspaces, it fosters discovery day and night.

280 000 
67 resources

academic 
databases

Harvard
Oxford

Cambridge
Stanford

MIT
16

programs — 
from robotics to business

from 62 countries bring global expertise directly 
into your classroom.

500 faculty members

Our nearly



Life at NU is as dynamic as it is inspiring.
We believe in the Tolyq Adam philosophy — 
developing not just your mind, but your 
character and wellbeing.

Excellence in sports:
5 varsity teams reached the Republican Finals, 
with womens̓ basketball and futsal winning silver, 
NU Chess Club secured 4 medals 

On campus, youʼll find
modern residences, 
cafés, 
a cinema hall, 
and an Olympic-standard swimming pool.

130 student clubs:
from robotics to debating, 
art to entrepreneurship, K-pop to football.

450 events every semester:
cultural nights, hackathons, 
charity runs, competitions.

 

It s̓ not just a campus — 
it s̓ a lifestyle, a community, 
and a second home.
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of NU graduates secure
employment or continue their
studies within just one year of graduating.

career events annually, from
bootcamps and workshops 
to exclusive networking sessions
with industry leaders.

Skill-Building Workshops
& Mock Interviews to polish
your CV, sharpen your interview
skills, and boost your confidence.

Special Projects including open
days, employer showcases,
and fast-track career bootcamps.

Our graduates donʼt just find jobs —
they lead.

From Google and Amazon to EY, KPMG, Kaspi, 
and Samruk-Kazyna, NU alumni are making 
their mark in business, science, and 
government.

And with our alumni pursuing advanced 
degrees at world-leading universities, the NU 
network reaches every corner of the globe — 
and it s̓ ready to welcome you.

Our graduates are employed by leading
companies in Kazakhstan and worldwide:

Your NU degree is more 
than an education — 
it s̓ your passport 
to a world of opportunities.

At NU, we donʼt just prepare you for the future — 
we connect you to it. Through the Career and 
Advising Center (CAC), students gain direct 
access to top employers, powerful networks,
and the skills to stand out anywhere.

98%

140+

Google
Amazon

EY
KPMG
Kaspi

Samruk-Kazyna

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITIES 
AT NU
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By bringing together the School of Medicine, 
University Medical Center (UMC), and 
research platforms, NU Medicine connects 
education, science and patient care within an 
integrated academic healthcare ecosystem.

The NU School of Medicine educates and 
trains future healthcare professionals and 
biomedical scientists through a range of 
academic and professional programs, from 
bachelor s̓ to PhD, to advance the 
understanding of medical and health sciences 
with local, regional and global impact. NU SOM 
programs are internationally recognized and 
comply with international standards of the 
World Federation for Medical Education 
(WFME) and Agency for Public Health 
Education Accreditation (APHEA).

NU 
MEDICINE

Nazarbayev University Medicine (NU Medicine) 
is advancing healthcare, medical education, 
research and innovation in Kazakhstan.

24
UMC unites leading medical centers, including 
the Mother and Child Center, the Heart Center 
and the Diagnostic Center, providing high-tech 
medical services and advanced clinical care. In 
2024, UMC received JCI accreditation as an 
Academic Medical Center, becoming the first 
center in Kazakhstan, Central Asia and the CIS 
to receive this recognition, and the 63rd clinic 
in the world to receive the JCI certificate as an 
Academic Medical Center.

Under the leadership of Dr. Yuriy Pya, UMC 
has achieved global milestones, including the 
world s̓ first total artificial heart implantation 
and the development of ALEM, an innovative 
system for the normothermic preservation and 
long-term transportation of donor organs.

NU Medicine is strengthening clinical research, 
biomedical innovation, and national and 
international partnerships to set new standards 
in medical care, research and education for 
Kazakhstan and beyond.

63 rd in the world to receive JCI 
accreditation in the 
Academic Medical 
Center category.

The clinic became the



We partner with top universities in 26 countries 
and proudly co-founded the Asian Universities 
Alliance.

With exchanges across Europe, Asia, and North 
America, and students from 40 countries on 
campus, youʼll experience a truly global 
education — without leaving Kazakhstan.

Here, you will join a community of pioneers, 
thinkers, leaders, and changemakers.

Youʼll learn from international experts, research 
in world-class laboratories, and connect with 
peers from across the globe

 

GLOBAL 
CONNECTIONS
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Your Pathway Starts Here

Nazarbayev University offers you
a future of limitless possibilities.
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PROGRAMS 
OFFERED:

FOUNDATION: 
NU FOUNDATION 
YEAR PROGRAM

BACHELOR'S 
PROGRAMS
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MASTER'S 
PROGRAMS

DOCTORAL
PROGRAMS
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SCHOOL OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 
Physics
Chemistry
Sociology
Political Science and International Relations

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
Civil and Environmental Engineering
Chemical and Materials Engineering
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Mining and Minerals Engineering
Petroleum Engineering
Geology

SCHOOL OF COMPUTING 
AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE  
Mathematics
Computer Science
Robotics Engineering

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
Economics
Business Administration (BBA)
Business Administration in Eurasian Business 
(Joint Degree with HKUST)

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
Biological Sciences
6-Year Undergraduate Medical Program
Nursing (2 years program for practicing nurses)

SCHOOL OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 
Physics
Chemistry
Eurasian Studies (MAES)
Political Science and International Relations 
(MAPSIR)
Global Affairs and Eurasian Studies (Joint 
Degree with SOAS University of London) — 
on a fee paying basis only

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 
Biomedical Engineering
Engineering Management (MEM)
Chemical and Materials Engineering
Civil and Environmental Engineering
Electrical and Computer Engineering
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering
Geosciences (GS)
Mining Engineering (ME)
Petroleum Engineering (PE)

SCHOOL OF COMPUTING 
AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
Robotics
Data Science
Computer Science
Applied Mathematics
Applied AI and Data Science (AAIDS) — 
on a fee paying basis only

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 
Finance (MsF)
Economics
Business Administration (MBA) — 
on a fee paying basis only
Executive Business Administration (EMBA) —
on a fee paying basis only

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY 
Public Policy (MPP)
Public Administration (MPA)

BACHELOR'S 
PROGRAMS

MASTER'S 
PROGRAMS

NU SSH NU SSH

NU SOE

NU SOE

NU SCAI

NU SCAINU GSB

NU GSB

NU GSPP

NU SOM
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GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 
Multilingual Education
Educational Leadership 
(Specializations: Higher Education, 
School Education, Inclusive Education)

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 
Doctor of Medicine

Master s̓
Life Sciences
Nursing — on a fee paying basis only
Public Health
Biomedicine (Specializations: Molecular 
Medicine, Pharmacology and Toxicology, 
Sports Sciences)

Residency
Urology
Radiology
Pediatrics
Neurology
Psychiatry
Hematology
Endocrinology
Ophthalmology
General Surgery
Pediatric Surgery
Gastroenterology
Internal Medicine
Family Medicine
Medical Oncology
Anatomic Pathology
Obstetrics and Gynecology
Orthopaedics and Traumatology
Anesthesiology and Critical Care

SCHOOL OF SCIENCES AND HUMANITIES 
Physics
Chemistry
Eurasian Studies (ES)

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING
Civil Engineering
Electrical Engineering
Chemical Engineering
Mechanical Engineering
Geosciences (GS)
Mining Engineering (ME)
Petroleum Engineering (PE)
Science, Engineering and Technology

SCHOOL OF COMPUTING 
AND ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
Mathematics
Computer Science
Robotics Engineering

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Business Administration (PhD)
Business Administration (DBA) —
on a fee paying basis only

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY
Public Policy (PP)
Public Management (DPM) — 
on a fee paying basis only

GRADUATE SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
Education

SCHOOL OF MEDICINE (NU SOM)
Biomedical Sciences
Global Health
Life Sciences

DOCTORAL
PROGRAMS

NU SSH

NU SOE

NU SCAI

NU GSB

NU GSPP

NU GSE

NU SOM

NU GSE

NU SOM
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WANT TO LEARN MORE 
ABOUT ADMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS? 
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Applicants Support Center:
+7 (7172) 642 584, 
+7 (747) 094 02 30
info_admissions@nu.edu.kz

Address:
Republic of Kazakhstan, 010000,
Astana city, 53 Kabanbay Batyr Ave.

apply.nu.edu.kz 33
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Your Pathway Starts Here

Nazarbayev University offers you
a future of limitless possibilities.
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