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SCOPUS AWARDS KAZAKHSTAN 2022

The Elsevier Company, a recognized leader in the field of scientific information, actively 
promotes development of science in the world. The organization together with the 
governments have been awarding outstanding researchers and young scientists across the 
globe for many years.
The international Scopus Award is an objective indicator of scientific contribution made by 
an individual author to the development of national science that is measured by the number 
of published scientific articles and their corresponding citations in international journals. 
All considered articles are published in reputable journals indexed by the Scopus database, 
the world’s largest multidisciplinary abstract database, which contains more than 23,000 
titles of scientific, technical, and medical journals from 7,000 international publishers.  
Scopus Awards Kazakhstan 2022 was held on 15th of November in Astana at Sheraton hotel.  
The event started with the opening speech by Sayasat Nurbek, Minister of Science and 
Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan. As part of the Award ceremony program 
there was a round table inviting all award winners to participate in a discussion about Future 
of research in Kazakhstan.
Nazarbayev University received a Scopus Award in «Research Excellence» nomination. There 
are eight scientists from NU who received an award for research achievements in their 
fieldS - Abduzhappar Gaipov and Dimitri Poddighe from the School of Medicine, Zhumabay 
Bakenov, Ferhat Karaca, Mehdi Bagheri, and Behrouz Maham from the School of Engineering 
and Digital Sciences, Daniel Hernández-Torrano from the Graduate School of Education,  
and Saffet Yagiz from the School of Mining and Geosciences.

2022 AWARDS
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https://www.gov.kz/memleket/entities/sci/press/news/details/482226?lang=ru
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How is the study being conducted?
The three-year project was launched in 2021 and is funded through the FDCRGP. This project 
involves three phases: development, implementation, and revision.
During the first development phase, after consultation with the representatives of the 
Ministry of Education and Science and the Academy of Education, the research team 
produced the Kazakhstani Teaching Observation Protocol (KTOP). Initially, the protocol was 
developed in the English language. Ten NU professors read the protocol in order to assess 
the content and wording of each item. Then, the protocol was trialed in 25 STEM classes 
at the secondary school and universities in Astana city.  After each observation, a short 
interview with a teacher was conducted to further clarify the moments of the observed 
lesson. Based on the results of the piloting phase the protocol was reviewed, enhanced, and 
translated into Kazakh.
Currently, the second implementation phase of the project is in process. The Kazakh protocol 
is being tested in 150 STEM classes. The current tool also includes a short post-interview 
with a teacher which is for gaining more information about the observed lesson. In addition, 
teachers’ feedback on the protocol will be also collected in order to take a look from the 
practitioner’s side how the protocol aligns with the current educational reforms.
The last revision phase aims to develop the final version of the instrument taking into 
consideration all the data received from the observations and interviews which will be 
analyzed to determine the instrument reliability and validity.
The tool will be shared with educational institutions to evaluate the lessons and their align 
with reforms which are now being implemented in Kazakhstan.

References

Evenhouse, D., Zadoks, A., Silva de Freitas, C. C., Patel, N., Kandakatla, R., Stites, N., ... & DeBoer, 
J.  (2018). Video coding of classroom observations for research and instructional support in an 
innovative learning environment. Australasian Journal of Engineering Education, 23(2), 95-105.

Official website of the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan. (2021). About the National 
Project “Quality Education “Educated Nation”. https://adilet.zan.kz/rus/docs/P2100000726
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Political Economy of Education Research Network updates 
 
 

 
The PEER Network is a three-year initiative led by four universities (Ulster, Cape Town, 
Nazarbayev and Sussex). The network is working towards developing regional hubs of 
expertise in Central Asia and Africa. The Central Asia hub includes four post-Soviet 
countries (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan). It is led by Professor 
Naureen Durrani (Graduate School of Education) in collaboration with Associate 
Professor Hélène Thibault (School of Sciences and Humanities) 
https://peernetworkgcrf.org/ 
 
In this research update, we would like to share the key activities of the hub in 2022, 
including: 

1. Research and Practice Fellowships  
2. Knowledge sharing events 

 
 

1. Research and Practice Fellowships  
 

Research and Practice Fellowships in the Political Economy of Education for early 
career researchers aim to provide research development funding, training and 
mentorship as well as develop a new cohort of researchers working on education issues 
through a critical political economy lens. 
 
Second Workshop  
From 7th February to 4th March 2022, the University of Ulster organised an online 
workshop for Central Asia hub fellows. The aim of the workshop was to develop 
research ideas into relevant, feasible and competitive proposals. Each week fellows 
were provided with resource packs and opportunities for online drop-in sessions. 
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In summer 2022, eleven fellows of the Central Asia Hub received funding up to 
10 000 GBP to conduct small scale research projects  
 
1. Aigerim Mussabalinova – Research Assistant, Graduate School of Education, 

Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan – “The right to education of disabled children in 
Semipalatinsk in the context of the post-Cold War” 

2. Ainur Almukhambetova - Instructor, Graduate School of Education Nazarbayev 
University, Kazakhstan – “Exploring STEM teacher educators’ understanding of 
gender-responsive pedagogies in Kazakhstan” 

3. Alexandra Nam – Research Assistant, Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan – 
“Medium of instruction, national identity and attitudes towards gender roles” 

4. Diana Toimbek - Associate Professor of Political Science at Astana IT University, 
Kazakhstan - “Political economy of Soviet education in Kazakhstan: A critical review” 

5. Fariza Tolesh – Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences, Astana IT 
University, Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan – “The politics of languages in education: issues 
of access to education and labour market participation of minority ethnic groups in 
Kazakhstan”  

6. Natalya Hanley - Post-doctoral researcher, University of Oxford, UK – “The role of 
NGOs within the education sector”.  

7. Rahimjon Abdugafurov - Research Associate at Candler School of Theology, Senior 
Fellow at the Center for the Study of Law and Religion, Emory University. Director 
of the Vatandosh Institute for Central Asian Research, Vatandosh Connect – “Islam, 
women, and higher education in Uzbekistan” 

8. Sherzod Khaydarov – PhD student, The University of Edinburg, UK –  “A political 
economy analysis of factors influencing the expansion of Russian international 
branch campuses in Uzbekistan” 

9. Vasila Bozichaeva – Junior researcher, Sociology Department, Institute of 
Philosophy, Political Science and Law named after A. Bahovaddinov, National 
Academy of Sciences of Tajikistan – “Equity-minded assessment from the 
perceptions of university stakeholders in Tajikistan” 

10. Zhazira Bekzhanova – Teacher-Researcher, Department of Foreign Philology and 
Translation Studies, K.Zhubanov Aktobe Regional State University, Kazakhstan  - 
“Gender, language and social inequalities in the textbooks in the History of 
Kazakhstan” 

11. Zilola Khalilova - Post-Doctoral researcher, Beruni Institute of Oriental Studies 
Academy of Science Uzbekistan – “Religion and education in contemporary 
Uzbekistan: Religious and spiritual challenges in public education” 

 
Third Workshop 
On 1-2 of December 2022, the Central 
Asia Hub hosted a two-day workshop, 
“Researching the Political Economy of 
Education in Central Asia: data analysis”. 
The Central Asia Hub Director, Prof 
Naureen Durrani, welcomed ten fellows 
across Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and 
Uzbekistan. 
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The team discussed data analysis strategies and approaches as well as potential 
analysis issues within the current research projects. Fellows had an opportunity to 
present preliminary findings of their small-scale research projects funded by the PEER 
Network and to receive feedback from peers and the workshop facilitators, Professor 
Naureen Durrani, Associate Professor Hélène Thibault and Post-Doctoral Researcher 
Assel Sharimova (Nazarbayev University).  

  
 

2. Knowledge sharing events 
 

 

Lecture in Japan  
On 9 August 2022, the PEER Network 
Research Assistant Vanessa Ozawa gave 
a lecture "The political economy 
analysis of education in Central Asian 
contexts". The lecture was part of MA 
Summer course at Kobe University 
(Japan) on education and conflict led by 
Professor Tejendra Pherali from IOE, UCL  
 

 
Public Lecture at Nazarbayev University 
On 28 September 2022, the Central Asia hub hosted a public lecture, “The Imperial 
Entanglements of ‘Education in Emergencies’: From Saving Souls to Saving Schools?” 
led by Mario Novelli, Professor in the Political Economy of Education at the Centre 
for International Education, University of Sussex. The recording is available here. 
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Introductory workshop for NUGSE PhD 
students  
On 29 September 2022, the Central Asia 
hub conducted an introductory workshop for 
NUGSE PhD students “Researching the 
Political Economy of Education and 
Conflict in Times of Conflict & Crises” . 
The workshop was facilitated by Professor 
Mario Novelli (University of Sussex), 
Professor Naureen Durrani and Associate 
Professor Hélène Thibault (Nazarbayev 
University).   
During the introductory one-day 
workshop, participants explored several 
questions relating to the political economy 
analysis of education, e.g. why it might be 
useful, and how it relates to research on 
education in Kazakhstan and the broader 
Central Asia region. The workshop also 
provided the opportunity for the students to 
explore tools, methods and ways of 
researching the political economy of 
education. 

 

  
 
Lecture in Kazakhstan (Kokshetau) 
On 30 September 2022, as an Editorial 
Board member of Compare: A Journal of 
Comparative and International 
Education, Professor Naureen Durrani 
(Nazarbayev University) and BAICE 
President (2021 - 2022) Professor Mario 
Novelli (University of Sussex) gave a talk to 
the faculty staff of Kokshetau University 
named after Sh. Ualikhanov on “Writing 
for publication in Compare ”.  

 

9



 

TV interview in Uzbekistan 
The PEER Network Research Assistant 
Vanessa Ozawa gave an interview on a 
national tv channel of Uzbekistan, 
Uzbekistan 24, which was broadcast on 
October 1, 2022. As a doctoral scholar 
researching the relationship between 
school education and Uzbekistani youth 
national identities, she shared her 
perspectives on youth and education in 
Uzbekistan.  
 

Lecture in Uzbekistan (Tashkent) 
On 18 of November 2022, the PEER 
Network Research Assistant Vanessa 
Ozawa delivered a lecture on 
“Approaching Educational Research in 
Central Asia Using a Political Economy 
Lens” in Tashkent. The event was held at 
Creative School named after Abdulla 
Qodiriy under the Agency for Presidential 
Educational Institutions and the Cabinet of 
Ministers of Uzbekistan. As a hybrid mode, 
teachers from Presidential Schools across 
Uzbekistan, including a representative from 
the Agency, attended the event. 

 

 
Conference presentations  
On 17-18 of November 2022, The Central Asia Hub Director, Prof Naureen Durrani, 
contributed to the conference «FAMILY, DEMOGRAPHIC AND GENDER POLICY AT A 
NEW STAGE OF DEVELOPMENT OF KAZAKHSTAN». The conference was organised 
by the National Commission for Women’s Affairs, Family and Demographic Policy under 
the President of Kazakhstan, together with the Ministry of Information and Social 
Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan and UN Women. Discussing gender equality 
in and through education in Kazakhstan, Professor Naureen Durrani shared the results 
of her recent mixed-method study that aimed to explore school textbooks and teachers’ 
gender attitudes and practices in Kazakhstan. 
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On 14 September 2022 the PEER Network Research Assistant Vanessa Ozawa 
contributed British Association for International and Comparative Education 
(BAICE) conference “Power partnership and politics in international education: critical 
reflections of ECR positionalities”.  
 
 Presentations Online 
1. Comparative and international education society Conference (CIES): "The 

political economy of society and education in Central Asia: a scoping literature 
review" - the PEER Network Research Assistant Vanessa Ozawa (20 April 2022). 

2. VIII International Forum on Teacher Education (IFTE): “Harnessing social media 
for professional networking of teachers in rural schools of Kazakhstan” - the PEER 
Network Post-Doctoral Researcher Assel Sharimova (26 May 2022). 

3. BAICE International webinar series: “The impact of COVID-19 on Education: 
lessons learnt for access, quality and pedagogy” – The PEER Network Co-
Investigator Professor Naureen Durrani (12 October 2022). 

4. �1�H�W�Z�R�U�N���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�L�H�V���D�Q�G���F�R�R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���H�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q�L�Q�J��(NORRAG) 
Special Issue Launch: “Equitable access to education in the times of COVID-19: 
Insights from Kazakhstan” - The PEER Network Co-Investigator Professor Naureen 
Durrani (8 November 2022). 
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PhD in Business Administration Program 
 

NUGSB launched its PhD in Business Administration Program designed for students who aspire 
to become faculty members at leading academic institutions or conduct applied research in relevant 
organizations. The program will provide a solid foundation in both the theoretical and empirical 
tools of their relevant research. By the completion of the PhD program, students will be capable 
of designing and conducting independent, innovative, original, and high-quality research related 
to a variety of topics. All National students admitted to the PhD program are eligible for state 
grants and a stipend funded by the government. Equivalent support for qualified international PhD 
students will be provided by the University. The support will cover tuition fees and stipend. In 
addition, PhD students are eligible to apply for the GTAs, and commit to provide teaching support 
to courses as assigned by the GTA policy. 
 

AACSB Accreditation 
 

The initial accreditation committee of AACSB has accepted GSB’s Initial Self Evaluation Report 
(ISER). The Committee now requests a Progress Report to be submitted within a year. This is a 
very promising and important milestone for NUGSB’s ranking, its international reach and 
reputation, making it part of the selected club of AACSB accredited top business schools. 

 
 

NUGSB is on the International Ranking of the Business Schools 
 

NUGSB is ranked number 5, according to a recent article reporting on the international ranking of 
the business schools in Russia and the CIS. Some of the basic criteria include publications in the 
top management journals (ABCD list), accreditation, and having international partnerships (with 
a number of some other criteria). 
 
Top 10 Universities in CIS Ranked by Publication activity in the Area of Management 
(18.05.2022): 
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Awards and Grants 
 
Chandra Pathki and Mayowa T. Babalola received 
the best paper award at the Asian Management 
Research and Case (AMRC) Conference in Dubai. 
 
 
 
 
 
Doron Israeli and Venkat Subramanian received a successful outcome on the FDCRGP grant 
(a.k.a. small grant) for the project Price Discovery and Firm level use of twitter. This is a multi-
year project on the role of social media messaging from firms and how investors price them. 

 
Research Seminars 

 
�x Tom Vinaimont (NUGSB) presented his project “Dual-Class Equity Structures, 

Entrepreneurial Incentives, and Social Efficiency” on 9 December. 
�x Fernando Bernstein (Duke University) presented his project “Managing Customer Search: 

Assortment Planning For A Subscription Box Service” on 8 December. 
�x Linxiang Ma (University of Melbourne) presented his project “Ruling with Ideology: 

Politicians' Beliefs and Privatizations” on 6 December via Zoom. 
�x Anjan Ghosh (Suleyman Demirel University) presented his project “Agile Hybridity: A 

Process Model Of Navigating The Challenges Of Turning Hybrid In Addressing Grand 
Challenges” on 30 November. 

�x PKV Kishan (Institute of Rural Management Anand/ Nazarbayev University’s Research 
Centre for Entrepreneurship) presented his project “Business Practices and Entrepreneurial 
Performance: Does Management Training Improve SMEs' Performance?” on 26 October. 

�x Claire Liu (University of Sydney Business School) presented her project “Activist Short 
Selling and Product Innovation” on 19 October via Zoom. 

�x Mayowa T. Babalola (NUGSB) presented his project “On the Sole Pursuits of Profits Over 
People: Understanding the Implications of Bottom-Line Mentality in Organizations” on 12 
October. 

 
Publications 

 
The paper of Denis de Crombrugghe and his former PhD student Catarina Midões has been 
accepted for publication in The Journal of Economic Inequality (5-year IF 2.26; A journal ABCD 
list). Title: “Assumption-light and computationally cheap inference on inequality measures by 
sample splitting: the Student-t approach” . 
 

Other 
 

Vice Dean for Research Venkat Subramanian and the admissions team conducted a series of 
events “EMBA Business Breakfast” in Almaty and Atyrau in early November. The main purpose 

of the events was providing professional session about Executive MBA Program. There were 
special guests invited—Lyazzat Ibragimova, Chair of Otbasy Bank, and alumni of NUGSB. 
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Entrepreneurship, innovation, and technology: 
Challenges, opportunities, and prospects in the 
CIS region 
 

 

 
1st Nazarbayev University Research Centre 
for Entrepreneurship (NURCE) International 
Conference 11th November 2022 
 

   

  
 
 
 

  
 

 

Sponsors Partners 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
On November 11, 2022, the first international conference of the Nazarbayev University 
Research Centre for Entrepreneurship (NURCE) was held on �³�(�Q�W�U�H�S�U�H�Q�H�X�U�V�K�L�S����
�L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�Q�G���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�\�����&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H�V�����R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V�����D�Q�G���S�U�R�V�S�H�F�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H���&�,�6���U�H�J�L�R�Q�´ 
at the Graduate School of Business of Nazarbayev University of Kazakhstan.  The conference 
was organized in partnership between Nazarbayev University and the Al-Farabi Kazakh 
National University of Kazakhstan and was sponsored by the Nazarbayev University and the 
Suleyman Demirel University of Kazakhstan as well as the American University of Central Asia 
of Kyrgyzstan. The conference was also organized as part of the grants received for the 
‘Collaborative Research Projects’ from both Nazarbayev University and the Ministry of Science 
and Higher Education of the Republic of Kazakhstan.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CONFERENCE OBJECTIVE 

The main objective of the conference was to provide networking, learning, and research-
sharing opportunities for the participants and more importantly to build and foster collaborative 
relationships for research between Nazarbayev University and other research-active 
universities in Kazakhstan and Central Asia. The conference was also organized to further 
develop and explore issues related to the FOUR projects of the Nazarbayev University 
Research Centre for Entrepreneurship (NURCE) which are: 
 

1- "Towards a Gender-aware Entrepreneurial Ecosystem for Women's 
Entrepreneurship: A study of Kazakhstan's and Kyrgyzstan's Community-based 
Tourism Sector" FACULTY DEVELOPMENT GRANT, NU. 

2- "Technology Entrepreneurship in Kazakhstan: The Role of Incubators in Enabling 
Entrepreneurship Restarts (2022-2024)" FACULTY DEVELOPMENT GRANT, NU. 

3- "Value Creation within Kazakhstan's Entrepreneurial Ecosystem: Towards an 
Understanding of Informal and Formal Entrepreneurs (2022-2024)", 
COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH GRANT, NU. 

4- “Mapping the Entrepreneurial Ecosystem (EES) for Women Entrepreneurs of 
Kazakhstan (2022-2024)” KAZAKHSTAN MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND 
EDUCATION.

" Participation in the conference enabled me to broaden my research horizon and 
look at Kazakhstan's creative industry from a different perspective. Other 
participants' topics, from theatres to circuses, were fascinating and drew attention 
to various areas and ranges of economic activities. Presentations by other 
participants not only shed light on how diverse Kazakhstan's creative industry is but 
also how interconnected and influenced by each other the economic and cultural 
sectors are. The conference helped me to get answers, and yet, made me ask myself 
questions about my scientific field and issues that now require my attention and 
answers." Amina Yessekeyeva, Ph.D. Candidate at the Radboud University of 
Netherlands 
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CONFERENCE ROADSHOWS 
 
Prior to the conference, its details were shared through various channels and platforms with 
prospective participants from institutions and organizations in Kazakhstan and beyond, 
especially the CIS region. For example, on  November 4, 2022, the Department of Religious 
Studies and Cultural Studies of the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University of Kazakhstan held a 
workshop on "Developing Scientific Cases on CIS Contexts and Publication Opportunities" 
mainly for undergraduate, graduate, and postgraduate students of that university in which Dean 
of Faculty of Philosophy and Political Science, Associate Professor Bekzhan Meirbayev from 
Al-Farabi Kazakh National University, Associate Professor Onajomo Akemu from Nazarbayev 
University, and Associate Professor Anjan Ghosh from SDU University were invited as 
speakers. 

The speakers particularly shared information not only about the one-day international 
conference on "Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Technology: Challenges, Opportunities, and 
Prospects in the CIS Region" at Nazarbayev University but also about publication opportunities 
on selected proposals in the special issues of two reputable SCOPUS-indexed journals: South 
Asian Journal of Business and Management Cases and Emerald Emerging Market Case 
Studies. During the workshop, bachelor, master, and Ph.D. students also had an opportunity 
to receive feedback on their case proposals for the conference.  
 

 

 
On November 4, 2022, Associate Professor Onajomo Akemu and Associate Professor Anjan 
Ghosh also conducted a Case Development Workshop about the one-day International 
Conference on "Entrepreneurship Innovation and Technology: Challenges, Opportunities, and 
Prospects in the CIS Region" at Nazarbayev University for the faculty, staff, and students of 
the Suleyman Demirel University of Kazakhstan, who were encouraged to participate in the 
conference, especially if they are interested in developing their own case studies which might 
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then be possible to publish in two conference-associated leading Scopus-Indexed Journals. 
Participants of the workshops also shared their ideas on future case studies specific to the 
Kazakhstani experience, received feedback, and at the end registered for the conference. 

 

 

On October 18, 2022 Associate Professor of SDU University Anjan Ghosh and Dr. Nurlykhan 
Aljanova Senior Lecturer, Al-Farabi KazNU conducted a Case Development Workshop for the 
postgraduates of the National Attestation Commission under the President of the Kyrgyz 
Republic. Over 150 PhD students and faculty members representing various universities of 
Kyrgyzstan attended the conference. The ministry representatives encouraged the participating 
scholars to attend the conference and also expressed interest in developing institutional 
collaborations with Narxoz.  
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COLLABORATION WITH LEADING CASE JOURNALS  

Two SCOPUS indexed case journals agreed to collaborate   with    NURCE to publish  special 
issues on  the emerging dynamics of entrepreneurship from Central Asia.  The SAGE South 
Asian Journal of Business and Management Case – Asia’s first dedicated qualitative case 
research journal will select the best research cases from the conference and will work with the 
author s to fully develop the cases towards consideration for publication in SAJBMC. The 
Emerald Emerging Market Case Study Journal – one of the leading SCOPUS indexed 
Teaching Case Journal also came on board to select the best teaching case s from the 
conference and develop those further toward consideration for publication.  The editors of both 
the journals attended the opening ceremony online.  

 

 
The conference brought together 67 participants- both online and offline- including scholars, 
policymakers, and practitioners mainly in the field of entrepreneurship from 18 different 
institutions and organizations not only in Kazakhstan but also other Central Asian countries to 
discuss theoretical advances, critical issues, policy opportunities, and challenges related to the 
conception, practice, and implementation of entrepreneurship in the CIS region.  
 
Specifically, participants of the conference were from the Nazarbayev University of 
Kazakhstan, Suleyman Demirel University of Kazakhstan, Al-Farabi Kazakh National 
University of Kazakhstan, the American University of Central Asia of Kyrgyzstan, International 
Information Technology University of Kazakhstan, Kazakh-British Technical University of 
Kazakhstan, Narxoz University of Kazakhstan, Turan University of Kazakhstan, Almaty 
Management University of Kazakhstan, Baishev University of Kazakhstan, Kazakh National 
Agrarian Research University of Kazakhstan, Abai Kazakh National Pedagogical University of 

Editor of South Asian Journal of Business Management and Case (SAJBMC) Dr Ajoy Dey welcomed the 
conference attendees  
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Kazakhstan,  Radboud University of Netherlands, IITU Innovation Center of Kazakhstan, The 
Centre for Postnormal Policy and Futures Studies (CPPFS), JSC “Science Fund” of Ministry of 
Science and Higher Education of Kazakhstan, The Center for Entrepreneurship “Qolday' of 
Kazakhstan, as well as the United Nation (UN) representative from Kazakhstan. 

 
 

 

THE OPENING CEREMONY 

The one-day international conference started with registration for the conference and 
refreshments. The conference formally began with a welcome speech by Dr. Loretta O'Donnell, 
the Vice Provost for Academic Affairs at Nazarbayev University, where she, on behalf of the 
Nazarbayev University executive management team, extended a very warm welcome to the 
audience participating from Kazakhstan and beyond. She also provided information about 
Nazarbayev University, its values, missions, visions, programs, and schools to the participating 
audience. Then, Processor Joep Konnings, Dean of the Graduate School of Business at 
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Nazarbayev University, delivered a keynote speech on "Importance of Entrepreneurship and 
Innovation for Kazakhstan's Economy". 
 
 

 

 
 
TRACKS AND PRESENTATIONS 

The conference particularly provided a unique platform for not only undergraduate, graduate, 
and postgraduate scholars but also faculty members from different universities in Kazakhstan 
and other Central Asian countries to share their researches on various issues, especially 
related to entrepreneurship, innovation, and technology, to the international audience of the 
conference in order to receive their supportive feedback for their researches so that their 
researches can ultimately be ready for publication, specifically in two Scopus Indexed Journals 
which are linked to the conference- South Asian Journal of Business and Management, and 
Emerald Emerging Markets Case Studies.  
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BEST PAPER AWARDS 
 
Overall, at this particular international conference, a total of 48 research papers were presented 
in 8 tracks with different themes, and each of the tracks was chaired by one mentor from 
different institutions in Kazakhstan and other Central Asian countries; and at the end of the 
presentations, one presenter from each track-8 in total- received "The Best Paper Award": 
 

1. Saikal Anvarkyzy, American University of Central Asia, Kyrgyzstan “Theorizing 
Variegated Bonding as SME Diversification Strategy to Extend Business from 
Traditional to Emergent Sectors” 

2. Jansaya Janpeisova, Al-Farabi Kazakh National University “Family Stress Concept: 
Deaf Parents of Hearing Children”  

3. Dauletzhan Baimukhanov, Graduate School of Business, Nazarbayev University, 
Kazakhstan “Technology Business Incubators and Accelerators of Kazakhstan” 

4. Bakyt Bikebayev, Nurlykhan Ulyanova, Murat Zhamilya, Seken Aruzhan, Al-Farabi 
Kazakh National University “Identity Reconstruction Challenges of an Immovable 
Organization: Learnings from Kazakhstan National Circus” 

5. Amina Chaia, Eva Lennartz, Dana Sailaukhanova, Sneh Shakti, and Shymaila 
Yousafzai, Graduate School of Business, Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan 
“Winds of Change, a Chance to Become Equal: The Case for Community-Based 
Tourism in Kyrgyzstan” 

6. Saikal Anvar Kyzy, Talant Asan Uulu, American University of Central Asia, 
Kyrgyzstan "Milky Way of “Shoro”: Shall the Beverage Company Enter the Milk 
Market?" 

7. Yelena V. Muzykina, Center for Postnormal Policy & Futures Studies "What’s 
Next?: Islamic Finance in Kazakhstan Through the Eyes of Madina Tukulova and the 
AIF" 

8. Symbat Moldabekova, Suleyman Demirel University "Marina and Lingvo Mania" 
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ORGANIZERS AND PARTICIPANTS' REFLECTIONS ON 
THE CONFERENCE 

At the end of the one-day international conference, both the organizers and participants- 
including the presenters- expressed their feelings and reflections on the conference that 
enabled them to come together from various backgrounds and institutions, learn from one 
another by sharing their research, and ultimately make long-lasting connections for future 
researches.  
 
Associate Professor Shumaila Yousafzai, the founder and director of the NURCE as well as 
the main organizer of the conference, shared her reflection on the conference: 
 
 
"This conference was arranged as part of the grants that 
we received for the Collaborative Research Project from 
Nazarbayev University and from the Ministry of Education 
and Science, Republic of Kazakhstan. The main aim of this 
conference was to build a collaborative research 
relationship between Nazarbayev University and other 
research-active universities in Kazakhstan and Central 
Asia. This conference provided a space for Masters and 
Ph.D. students and faculty from Al-Farabi University and 
Suleyman Demirel University in Kazakhstan to share their 
research with an international audience and get feedback 
on their work so it can be ready for publication in the 2 
Scopus indexed journals that are linked to the conference. 
We also had colleagues from the American University of 
Central Asia, flying over from Kyrgyzstan to participate in 
the conference. The participants shared their pride and joy 
as a result of participating in this conference and 
expressed it as an "empowering experience".  
 
Overall, a total of 48 research papers were presented in 8 
tracks and each track received the best paper award. The 
winners were felicitated with winner certificates and NU 
gifts. As organizers, we are especially thankful to our 
sponsors who provided refreshment for our participants to 
stay energized throughout the day. The conference ended 
with a celebratory dinner at a Central Asian restaurant in 
Astana, Navat. It was a huge learning experience for us, 
one that we are already looking forward to improving and 
repeating in the Summer of 2023. “ 
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Dr. Anjan Ghosh, Associate Professor of Strategy and Entrepreneurship of SDU University and 
one of the key convenors of the conference shared his post conference thoughts: "Reflecting 
on the activities and outcomes of the 1st NURCE international conference, I see some critical 
achievements that defied the status quo of the region. Being a scholar from the grassroots 
working with some of the leading universities of Kyrgyzstan and Kazakhstan and at the same 
time interacting with hundreds of bachelor or master of Ph.D. students on a regular basis, I feel 
that this NURCE initiative has brought some refreshing social change and can turn into a 
positive social movement in the academic space in Central Asia. Below, are the four key points: 

Movement against PPP:  The global reputation of local 
higher education and research is low for three reasons 
that I tag as PPP (Predatory – Plagiarism, and 
Payment) victimizing hundreds of innocent scholars. 
Our conference, with its pre-conference activities, has 
demonstrated that good research must be free of PPP. 
By getting to know and then working closely with the co-
founders – local scholars have started gaining 
confidence in clean research and publication. Seeing 
editors of leading SCOPUS Indexed case journals 
supporting NURCE and the Conference acted as 
motivators of the scholars of Kyrgyzstan and 
Kazakhstan whom the conference could reach;  
 

If RQ is the king, rich data is the queen:  The conference gave the participants exposure to 
reflexive research methods and inductive theory building from qualitative (case data). ‘We had 
the belief that research without numbers is not scientific research, but the workshop and 
conference showed us the merit of non-survey data as the basis of grounded theory 
approaches’ shared an attendee. As the experts in the conference provided pre and post-
conference assistance to the participants in fully developing and publishing their research 
discussed in the conference – NURCE initiated something that in the coming days, could turn 
into a paradigm shift; 
 
Conference as a catalyst for scaling up the development of local case studies:  
Kazakhstan is a data mine for case research. It offers novel insights into the post-soviet 
emerging economy contexts and the multi-faceted business and entrepreneurial dynamics that 
Central Asia has been experiencing. However, funds supporting research projects have limits 
in covering cases beyond a small geography. NURCE conference has overcome the limit 
through its platform-centric approach that it (1) empowered local scholars with the knowledge 
of case methods and (2) takes their research cases to the global audience. As a result – in one 
go, the conference enacted the development of close to 50 cases from Kazakhstan and 
Kyrgyzstan. The publication of those cases would create a snowball effect steadily growing the 
number of case studies toward a deeper understanding of the social, cultural, business, and 
entrepreneurial dynamics of Central Asia. 
 

NURCE as enabler  for bottom -up developments:  Many local scholars wanted to engage 
with NU as researchers but faced a narrow window (Ph.D., RA, Post Doc) of limited 
opportunities. The conference acted as a window of free exchange. “We can’t believe we are 
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discussing our research with NU Professors, that too on our campus” or “ OMG, the Vice-
Rector of NU just joined me for lunch and thanked me for attending the conference” were 
examples of the excitement that the conference/ workshop has created. 

In sum, I found that NURCE and Conference initiated a journey successfully toward multi-
faceted regional development connecting the regional context and research to the mainstream 
global academic community of management and entrepreneurship. " 
 

 
 
 

 

“The conference was super positive and fruitful. I found 
out a lot about businesses in CIS countries and I found 
it super inspiring that MA students were doing their 
research on business tools that seem to have worked in 
different situations. Putting theory into practice is always 
a good idea. Interviewing entrepreneurs and then 
reporting on that is such a great experience for future 
experts. Networking after the conference was also 
warm and welcoming. I felt at ease despite the fact that 
I knew nobody. Thank you for organizing such an 
event.” Ekaterina Chegnova.  
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This conference also provided a unique sharing, learning, and 
networking opportunity for Research Assistants (RAs) at NURCE. 
Assel Abdrakhmanova, a Research Assistant (RA) at NURCE 
and one of the organizers of the conference, shared her 
experiences and reflections on the conference:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“ I should highlight that It was my first experience organizing an international 
conference, and without the professors' guides and our team, It wouldn't be 
that good. Thus, I am truly thankful for the professors, and the team. 
Personally, It was a great experience, where I could learn and evaluate myself 
as a research assistant. I have learned the process of forming the conference 
program. Especially how each section of the conference was grouped 
together, and how professors shared their experiences of writing papers with 
conference participants. I observed the ways of negotiations among NU 
institutions, and partner universities. Honestly, I was inspired and aimed to 
get my Ph.D. degree to become that mature professor as a NURCE co-
founder professor. Surely, I am glad to recognize that my contribution to the 
conference organization was helpful too. As a result, I developed more as a 
professional, and I am very happy about that. Besides my learnings, I am 
confident that the conference was beneficial for participants too. All 
participants had a chance to gather feedback and thoughts from academic 
experts in terms of professors. Also, the conference highlighted the crucial 
topics for Kazakhstan that young researchers should pay attention to. For 
example, the potential of developing the creative industry, paying attention to 
disabled entrepreneurs and their problems, etc. Another valuable thing is 
about forming a research community, which is interested in entrepreneurship 
in Kazakhstan and the CIS region. I am confident that conference participants 
will save each other's contacts and will keep in touch. Therefore, the 
conference provided connections, feedback, and new topics to research for 
all participants.” 
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Nurlykhan Aljanova, a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Religious and Cultural Studies 
of the Faculty of Philosophy and Political Science of the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University 
of Kazakhstan as well as one of the participants of the conference, shared her experience of 
the conference by expressing how fruitful this conference was not only for herself but also 
for her students from Al-Farabi Kazakh National University.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  
 

 Many times, we got into master classes which talked about research and all, 
but a hands-on experience that is very rare in Kazakhstan has been proven a 
game changer for our students. First, they understood the criticality of data 
collection and building theories out of it. Second, they realized the importance 
of scholarly debate and discussion through which good theories are shaped. 
Third, being in Almaty and Astana on international platforms where they were 
given complete freedom to present their research, which was more of scholarly 
discussion with colleagues rather than assessment. Finally, the conference's 
best papers would lead to a Scopus journal publication. Students found out 
that if they work hard, they could publish by themselves without any Agency 
support in top indexed journals. Overall, all four things together provided a 
novel and very encouraging direction to students for the global scholarship." 
Nurlykhan Aljanova, a Senior Lecturer at the Department of Religious and 
Cultural Studies, Faculty of Philosophy and Political Science, Al-Farabi Kazakh 
National University of Kazakhstan 
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Zhasmin Amirbekova, an undergraduate sociology student at the School of Sciences and 
Humanities of Nazarbayev University, a Research Assistant (RA) at NURCE,  one of the 
organizers of the conference and presenter of paper also reflected on the conference: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

ESTABLISHING STRATEGIC COLLABORATIVE 
PARTNERSHIP WITH UNIVERSITIES IN CENTRAL ASIA 

AND KAZAKHSTAN 
This international conference not only benefited participants from Nazarbayev University but 
also other universities in Kazakhstan and other Central Asian countries too. For instance, 20 
participants including undergraduate and postgraduate students as well as faculty members 
from the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University of Kazakhstan participated in the conference out 
of which 14 of them, especially undergraduate and postgraduate students, presented 14 
different cases mainly related to charitable experience, public associations, creative industry, 
identity reconstruction, and new cultural experiences, and out of 14 presenters, 2 of them 
received "The Best Paper Award" along with certificates and prizes.  
 

 " I am very grateful to be given a chance to organize and present the 
paper at the first NURCE Conference. It was my first experience, which 
went very smoothly, and I received a vast range of skills. The crucial 
ones I found especially useful are the presentation of the scientific paper 
and broadening my network. I have a keen interest in business and 
entrepreneurship. My RA position implies communication with a broad 
range of women entrepreneurs, from small and medium-sized 
enterprises to big corporations and start-up owners. Participation in the 
conference has broadened my understanding of entrepreneurship and 
allowed me to make new contacts. " 
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Students from the Al-Farabi Kazakh National University of Kazakhstan and the Radboud 
University of Netherlands also showed their gratitude for the opportunity to participate in this 
conference. Below are some of their reflections on the conference:  

�x Guldana Adilzhan, 1st-year Master's Student in Religious Studies, "This academic 
conference gave me a lot of new knowledge, gave me a deeper exposure to the case 
study, and gained a lot of practical knowledge when I have a conversation with the 
professor, give me a chance to learn a new method." 

�x Zhansaya Bolat, 1st year Ph.D. student in Social Work, "Participation in the conference 
was a great experience for me. This event allowed me to conduct the first theoretical 
and practical research on the topic of dissertation research and present it to the public. 
One of the features of the conference allows you to learn how to present a report in a 
brief form in the form of a case. The organizers of the conference gave directions and 
expressed support to the participants at a high level." 

�x Zhansaya Janpeissova, 1st year Ph.D. student in Social Work, "I really appreciated 
the opportunity to attend the NURCE conference and highly value your contribution to 
the research development. It was a great success and very helpful, what I need for my 
Ph.D. study.   I was provided with an opportunity to publish my full research paper in 
Scopus journals, which I've been dreaming of submitting for several years. The 
conference organizers did a fantastic job! Congratulations!" 

�x Karlygash Ashirbekova,1st year Ph.D. student in Social Work, "Let me share my new 
experience and impressions gained during participation in this conference. Firstly, the 
presentation itself was for me in an unusual format that I had not done before, i.e. this 
is the first research work that I did in the case study format and got acquainted with the 
case writing. Secondly, for the first time, I made a presentation in English in front of a 
large audience and foreign professors, and it was a big step for me. Thirdly, the 
organizers of the conference did their work at a very high level, as evidenced by the fact 
that, despite our online participation in the conference, thanks to the technical 
capabilities, we felt as if we were speaking in front of a Large Hall. Fourth, during the 
conference, there was an exchange of experience with other speakers, which allowed 
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me to get acquainted with case studies on interesting topics. I believe that all this 
distinguishes the conference Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and Technology: 
Challenges, Opportunities, and Prospects in the CIS Region, organized by Nazarbayev 
University from other conferences. We would also like to express our special gratitude 
to our professors, Mr. Anjan Ghosh and Nurlykhan Kozhabergenovna, who gave 
instructions and provided their assistance during the preparation of the presentation."  

�x Gulzhanat Bektemirova,1st-year Master's Student in Pedagogy, "I participated in the 
international case study conference organized by Nazarbayev University. It was my first 
international conference of such a high level and in presenting in English. I got the 
coolest experience. Participation helped to overcome fear by giving a speech, and 
gaining experience in writing an abstract, and participation became an impetus in 
planning to write an article for an international journal. I recommend everyone to 
participate who wants to become a scientist and grow in science." 

�x Altyn Zhexenbina, 1st-year Master's Student in Pedagogy, "It was my first conference 
and it was very interesting to take part in it. In the beginning, it was difficult for me to get 
into the rhythm, but in the process and largely thanks to my experience as a volunteer 
at the Menin Armanym corporate foundation, I decided to devote maximum effort and 
attention to this issue. The conference was interesting and exciting; there were a lot of 
use cases and information. Everything is organized at a high level and in general, the 
whole event has left a deep positive mark in my memory for a long time." 

�x Ainur Alibayeva,1st year Ph.D. student in Cultural Studies, "The First Nazarbayev 
University Research Centre for Entrepreneurship (NURCE) International Conference 
2022 gave me a lot of experience in visiting the atmosphere of the conference, listening 
to presentations, interacting and communicating with international scholars, and learn 
about the achievements of other people/universities/scientists - it is powerful, interesting 
and useful. This is something that broadens the horizons, influences the worldview, and 
helps in personal development. This includes research, the search for new ideas, and 
the exchange of experience, I am glad that I had the opportunity to visit Nazarbayev 
University and participated in this conference. It also gave me an opportunity to 
experience public speaking in front of people who do not know me, understand the topic, 
support or do not support my point of view, ask different questions, and treat me 
differently. It is possible to pump up the skill of public speaking quite well." 

�x Aizhan Kudaibergenova, 1st year Ph.D. student in Psychology, "My participation in the 
conference 'Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Technology: Challenges, Opportunities, 
and Prospects in the CIS Region, which took place on November 11, 2022, at 
Nazarbayev University, gave me a new experience and new impressions. At the present 
time, due to the workload of professional and personal affairs of each of us, the shortage 
or complete lack of time for simple, ordinary communication, not everyone is able to 
allocate extra time on a day off for gratuitous assistance and consultation. And it was 
thanks to such help, support, and motivation, which was generously shared by Professor 
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Anjan Ghosh and Nurlykhan Kozhabergenovna, it was possible not only to be a 
participant but also to prepare case research." 

�x Sharapat Sultanaliyeva, 3rd year Ph.D. student in Psychology, "The conference was 
well organized and it was convenient to participate in a hybrid format. I spoke on Zoom, 
with the opportunity to broadcast my presentation. I liked that questions were asked and 
it was possible to delve into the topic of my research even deeper." 

�x Aisha Shalkarova,1st-year Master's Student in Religious Studies, "In this conference, 
I learned more about case research. Different types of cases and examples were in each 
presentation. I received more detailed information about the case writing." 

�x Bashir Aliyu Yakasai, 1st year Ph.D. student in Political Science, "I attended the 
conference, and it was great and informative. The idea sharing and global development 
trends were discussed. The conference was attended by lots of professionals, 
academicians, and scholars, giving me the chance to meet them and learn more 
scholarly." 

  

CLOSING CEREMONY 

The international conference on "Entrepreneurship, innovation, and technology: Challenges, 
opportunities, and prospects in the CIS region" organized by the Nazarbayev University 
Research Centre for Entrepreneurship (NURCE), ended with the presentation of "The Best 
Paper Awards" with certificates and prizes ( (Nazarbayev University branded hoodies) to 8 
winners from 8 tracks and with closing remarks by Professor Chester Jablonski, Vice Provost 
for Research at Nazarbayev University.  
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POST CONFERENCE DINNER 

All the organizers and participants of the conference expressed their appreciation and gratitude 
towards each other, and in order to celebrate the success of the 1st international conference 
of the NURCE, a celebratory dinner was organized at a Central Asian restaurant, Navat. The 
one-day international conference finally ended with a wish to organizer it in upcoming years 
too. 
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In the laboratory experiments, the powder samples of organic matter are weighted 2 grams 
and then mixed manually with 18 ml of 30-35% H2O2 (hydrogen peroxide) added into a glass 
beaker (100 ml). After the mixing process, the glass test tube was placed in a water bath at 
85oC water for 1 hour (see Figure 1E). After this procedure, the sample was decanted and 
filtrated for liquid extracts. This procedure was repeated on other samples nine times, in 
general, to extract gold from the organic matter. All nine liquid extracts (Figure 1F) after the 
experiment were measured by ICP-OES for gold concentrations (Table 1). 

The analytical and 
experimental results show 
that gold content in the 
organic matter is up to 3 ppm 
including other noble metals 
Ag, Pt and Pd as well (shown 
below in Table 1).
Additional measurement of 

LA-ICP-MS spot analysis and its result confirms that the presence of Au and Ag elements in 
the organic matter (see Figure 2A) with results of ICP-OES.

Formation of gold within 
organic matter shows in 
Figure 2B by the schematic 
model: where gold within 
organic matter in different 
active zones of the Bakyrchik 
gold deposit indicating 
a) penetration of the hot 
hydrothermal ore fluid 
(blue) into liquid bituminous 
materials (in coke zone, 
grey) through fissures and 
fractures in the host rock 
(white); b) migration of 
gold, bitumen (orange) and 
mineral components (yellow) 

into hydrothermal fluid; c) entrapment of gold, bitumen and minerals undergoing thermal 
and chemical influences for gold precipitation in coaly organic matter (black) and bitumen 
(orange), and its thermochemical reduction for organic matter with increasing thermal 
maturation; d) gold inclusions in polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons of bitumen (orange) and 
coal (black) as an organic compound of gold (and other Ag, Pt and Pd).
The results of the study were published in internationally recognized peer-review journal of 
Act Geochimica and can be found on the following link.
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