


https://www.routledge.com/COVID-19-Social-Inequalities-and-Human-Possibilities/Ryan-Nanda/p/book/9781032012827


https://research.nu.edu.kz/en/projects/multimedia-corpus-of-modern-spoken-kazakh-language
https://ssh.nu.edu.kz/faculty/andrey-filchenko/


Professor Zhenisbek Asylbekov (NU), Timofey Arxangelsky (UH), Jonathan Washington (SC), and the NU RAs 
Ilnar Selimzianov and Nikolay Mikhailov have been researching, synthesizing, and implementing automated 
speech-to-text transcriber, parser, morphologizer applications in their integration, which will be further trained 
and improved using manually annotated data, and implemented for large data volumes in the consequent 
periods of the project.
5) implementing deep annotation of the collected original primary data and integrating it into a searchable 
multimedia corpus representative of modern spoken Kazakh language in its diverse regional and social varieties. 
Manual data annotation of a pilot volume of the recorded data was performed in ELAN environment using 

the Discourse Functional Transcription 
and Interlinearized Glossing conventions. 
The transcriptions are annotated for a 
variety of features, including transcripts 
in standardized orthographies, phonetic 
transcriptions, interlinear glossing, free 
translations, notation of nonverbal 
communication and interactional 
elements, and cultural notes on language 
use in multilingual environment. The 
richness of the annotation is born in 
rigorous comparative analysis of regional 
and social varieties, and is aimed to 
support pedagogical endeavors and 

various technological applications. 
6) designing, testing, and implementing data access/search/information extraction capacities for the produced 
database as a free-access resource for scientific and general communities. The database interface design is in 
its early phase although the free data access and effective information extraction utility is integrated into the 
design process from very early stages. Best practice examples internationally are considered and adapted to 
the project. 
7) localisation of the specialized linguistic software applications. The project’s comprehensive RA training 
program made possible the localization into Kazakh and Russian language of specialized software like Rezonator 
developed by Professor John Du Bois, the project’s partner, for the analysis and quantification of the features 
of natural human communication. 
The localization into the Kazakh and Russian languages was done for the first time and will serve both, the 
project itself (equipping RAs with valuable transferable skills), 
and wider professional community in the region (contributing 
to standardization of linguistic terminology supported by 
the distribution of specialized software, and contributing to 
application of the Kazakh language data to the contemporary 
research questions).	  
8) authoring academic publications and presentations on the 
project processes and outputs with international academic 
venues. Initial experiences and outcomes of the project 
were presented at the international conference “Arizona 
Linguistics Circle-15”, in October 2021. This presentation, importantly, involved project RAs and has been 
followed by the publication co-authored by the whole project team, including G.Troiani, A.Filchenko, J.DuBois, 
G.Sarseke, I.Salimzianov, N.Mikhailov, B.Tursunova, A.Yelubai, B.Seitak, A.Khamitova, F.Moldashova, A.Akanov, 
M.Bizhanova, D.Koishybayeva, T.Nurgaliyeva, A.Seiilbek, T.Temirzhanova (2021. “Remote data collection: 
Multimodal Corpus of Spoken Kazakh Language” // Coyote Papers, Volume 24. (forthcoming).
9) developing a program for a long-term inter-disciplinary, inter-institutional collaborative research on the 
Kazakh language and culture variation and change in the wider context of human history of Central Asia. It is 
anticipated that this component will be a readily replicable model for similar projects in the region.
The information value of the spoken language data in the form of digital annotated corpus is hard to 
overestimate. Although it is undoubtedly a more resource-intensive process than the existing practice of 
compiling large volumes of written language data, it is proven that spoken and written languages may have 
quite divergent features including the very grammar. In this light, a large database of naturally occurring 
spoken interactions is extremely valuable, enabling fuller and more precise understanding of the range of 
phenomena that evolve and define a language. The initial project implementation already demonstrates that 
analysis of spoken Kazakh language data from speakers of diverse regions, ages, genders, ethnic and social 
backgrounds more accurately captures the existing variation in the language, is truly representative of the 
complex modern reality, and offers unique insights into the region’s history and development trends.
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https://www.researchgate.net/lab/Metamaterials-Modeling-and-Design-Group-Costas-Valagiannopoulos
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https://aip.scitation.org/doi/10.1063/5.0080814
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https://research.nu.edu.kz/en/projects/optimal-design-of-photonic-and-quantum-metamaterials
https://research.nu.edu.kz/en/projects/optimal-design-of-photonic-and-quantum-metamaterials


https://nusom.nu.edu.kz/ru/faculty/luca-vangelista-phd/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fimmu.2022.826418/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fimmu.2022.826418/full
https://www.embl.org/groups/duss/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35011935/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35011935/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35011935/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35165106/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35165106/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35165106/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35165106/
https://nusom.nu.edu.kz/ru/faculty/milan-terzich/
https://bmcwomenshealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12905-022-01627-y
https://bmcwomenshealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12905-022-01627-y
https://bmcwomenshealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12905-022-01627-y


https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35330431/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35330431/
https://nusom.nu.edu.kz/faculty/alpamys-issanov-md-mph/
https://nusom.nu.edu.kz/faculty/alpamys-issanov-md-mph/
https://nusom.nu.edu.kz/faculty/kuralay-atageldiyeva-md-phd/
https://nusom.nu.edu.kz/faculty/antonio-sarria-santamera/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.810153/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpubh.2022.810153/full


https://nusom.nu.edu.kz/faculty/abduzhappar-gaipov/
https://www.kireports.org/article/S2468-0249%2822%2900316-3/pdf
https://www.kireports.org/article/S2468-0249%2822%2900316-3/pdf
https://www.kireports.org/article/S2468-0249%2822%2900316-3/pdf
https://www.kireports.org/article/S2468-0249%2822%2900316-3/pdf


https://nusom.nu.edu.kz/ru/faculty/dmitrij-viderman/
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmed.2021.802039/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmed.2021.802039/full
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fmed.2022.812531/full
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8879658/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8879658/
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Inside this issue:
Gender Forum 2022
Fall Research Talks
Recent Publications

GENDER CONSORTIUM OF SCHOLARS
 

SPRING
NEWSLETTER

 

We are pleased to share the following highlights of work of the Organizing and
Executive team of the Consortium of Gender Scholars (GenCon) in local and
international funded research, practice and networking. Related work addressing
gender equity and social justice can also be seen in this newsletter as shared by
GSB and the NU Library. 

Anna CohenMiller (GSE) 
Jenifer Lewis (GSB) 

(Co-Founding Directors GenCon) 
in collaboration with Kelly Grace (Executive Team Lead)
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The Forum was externally supported by a British Academy grant, Inha University, ESD-Global and internally
sponsored by the Provost’s Office, multiple NU schools and the NU Library.  

The Forum brought together interested parties to explore a range of areas related to gender with the goal of
raising awareness and building bridges between researchers, policy makers, and practitioners to advance

gender equity in Central Asia. This year included keynotes by well known researcher in human rights, gender
equality, SDGs, forced and labor migration in Central Asia, Khalida Azhigulova, and internationally renowned

academic and founder of transformative mixed methods and international consultant for social, economic and
environmental rights, Professor Emeritu s, Donna Mertens. 
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Focus on Motherscholars

�7�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�H���)�R�U�X�P���P�R�U�H���D�F�F�H�V�V�L�E�O�H���I�R�U���O�R�F�D�O���U�H�V�H�D�U�F�K�H�U�V���D�Q�G���S�U�D�F�W�L�W�L�R�Q�H�U�V�����V�L�P�X�O�W�D�Q�H�R�X�V���W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q���Z�D�V
�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���I�X�Q�G�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���6�F�K�R�R�O���R�I���0�L�Q�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���*�H�R�V�F�L�H�Q�F�H�V�����7�K�H���I�X�O�O���S�U�R�J�U�D�P���F�D�Q���E�H���K�W�W�S�������J�H�Q��

�F�R�Q���R�U�J�������������J�H�Q�G�H�U���I�R�U�X�P���D�Q�G���U�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W���3�R�Z�H�U�3�R�L�Q�W�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�K�U�R�X�J�K���W�K�H���1�8���5�H�S�R�V�L�W�R�U�\��

As part of the Forum, an innovative arts-based study was showcased which highlights the reality for
mothers in academia when suddenly forced to work from home while also guiding their children’s online

learning during COVID-19. The study led by Anna CohenMiller (GSE) in collaboration with Zhanna
Izekenova (GSE, PhD student) includes a gallery that can be accessed at

photovoicemotherscholars.wordpress.com .

Gender Forum 2022
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Next year's Gender Forum is planned to take place during the Week of W om en 2023 as
a hybrid event. If you are interested in sharing research and/or practice around gender

equity and social justice, look for the call for papers posted on the GenCon website,
www.gen-con.org , and join the mailing list, www.gen-con.org /join , for updates

Gender Forum

Looking Ahead

Organizing team members and
partners in front  of the banner printed

by the NU library
 

Almira Tabaeva (GSE), Kelly Grace (NUFYP), Anna
CohenMiller (GSE), Douglas CohenMiller (Umbrella Works

graphic design), Jenifer Lewis (GSB), Stefanos Xenarios
(GSPP), Piotr Lapo (NU Library)

Connect with us

W W W .G EN - C O N .O RG / J O I N

W W W .G EN - C O N .O RG
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DEVELOPING RESEARCH &
EDUCATION  ON SDG'S

WITH GENDER AS A
CENTERPIECE

FOR MORE INFORMATION

�Æ�ç�Ø�Ù�Ô�á�â�æ���Ë�Ø�á�Ô�å�Ü�â�æ���›�º�Æ�Ã�Ã�œ�Ÿ���Ô�ß�â�á�Ú���ê�Ü�ç�Û���Ô���ç�Ø�Ô�à���Ö�Û�Ô�Ü�å�Ø�×���Õ�ì��

�Á�È���Ã�å�Ø�æ�Ü�×�Ø�á�ç���Æ�Û�Ü�Ú�Ø�â���¾�Ô�ç�æ�è�Ÿ���Ø�æ�ç�Ô�Õ�ß�Ü�æ�Û�Ø�×���ç�Û�Ø���á�Ô�ç�Ü�â�á�Ô�ß���á�Ø�ç�ê�â�å�Þ���â�Ù���ç�Û�Ø

�Æ�è�æ�ç�Ô�Ü�á�Ô�Õ�ß�Ø���·�Ø�é�Ø�ß�â�ã�à�Ø�á�ç���Æ�â�ß�è�ç�Ü�â�á�æ���Á�Ø�ç�ê�â�å�Þ���›�Æ�·�Æ�Á�œ��� ���Ô���ê�â�å�ß�×�ê�Ü�×�Ø

�â�å�Ú�Ô�á�Ü�í�Ô�ç�Ü�â�á���à�Ô�Þ�Ü�á�Ú���ã�â�æ�Ü�ç�Ü�é�Ø���Ö�Û�Ô�á�Ú�Ø���ç�Û�å�â�è�Ú�Û���å�Ø�æ�Ø�Ô�å�Ö�Û���Ô�á�×���Ø�×�è�Ö�Ô�ç�Ü�â�á���â�Ù

�Æ�è�æ�ç�Ô�Ü�á�Ô�Õ�ß�Ø���·�Ø�é�Ø�ß�â�ã�à�Ø�á�ç���º�â�Ô�ß�æ���›�Æ�·�º�æ�œ�¡��

�Û�ç�ç�ã�æ�­�¢�¢�ê�ê�ê�¡�è�á�æ�×�æ�á�¡�â�å�Ú�¢�Þ�Ô�í�Ô�Þ�Û�æ�ç�Ô�á��
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Empowe rm ent Self-Defe nce

New Re search Funding

Publications

GenCon supports knowledge sharing by showcasing the recent peer-
reviewed publications of our members

18
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Books

Coming out later this year is  Clare Griffin’s (SSH) new book,
Mixing Medicines: The Global Drug Trade and Early Modern

Russia (McGill-Queen’s University Press). A book launch
with the NU Library is expected soon, so stay tuned!

Mixing Medicines explores the dynamic and complex world of early modern Russian medical drugs,
from its enthusiasm for newly imported American botanicals to its disgust at Western European
medicines made from human corpses. Clare Griffin draws from detailed apothecary records to shed
light on the early modern Russian Empire’s role in the global trade in medical drugs. Chapters follow
the trade and use of medical ingredients through networks that linked Moscow to Western Europe,
Asia, and the Americas; the transformation of natural objects, such as botanicals and chemicals, into
medicines; the documentation and translation of medical knowledge; and Western European influence
on Russian medical practices. Looking beyond practitioners, texts, and ideas to consider how materials
of medicine were used by one of the early modern world’s major empires provides a novel account of
the global history of early modern medicine.

Soon to be available is Neil Collins’  (SSH)
Keep Calm, Teach On: Education Responding to a Pandemic

 
Edited by Dina Vyortkina, Florida State University, Neil Colli ns, Nazarbayev University and

Timothy Reagan, University of Maine; University of the Free State
 

Abstract
COVID-19 has had massive social, political, and economic consequences, not least in education. Schools

and universities globally closed their doors and sought to provide educational services to students in
other, alternative ways. This book is a collection of essays, several by NU scholars, about how different

institutions and systems of education around the world have attempted to meet the challenges created
by COVID-19. It reports the impact of the pandemic in both developed and developing nations and at all

levels of education. The collective responses and lessons learned are analysed to explain the relative
success of different coping strategies.
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Awards and 

Articles

As linked to the ‘Gender and schooling in Kazakhstan: A mixed methods study’ project funded by
Nazarbayev University, Kazakhstan under Faculty Development Competitive Research Grants Program
(No. 110119FD4522), a team of researchers published the following article in the top qualitative
research journal. The article has drawn attention of founding members of the qualitative research
community, including the lead editor of �&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���6�W�X�G�L�H�V���� ���&�U�L�W�L�F�D�O���0�H�W�K�R�G�R�O�R�J�L�H�V, Norman Denzin. 

CohenM ille r, A, Rakishe va, A., Saniy azova, Z.,
Saniy azova, A. (2022). Kazakhstan Country  Report.
Gender on the Higher Education Learn ing Agenda
Intern atio nally:  Co-Constru cting Equitab le Futu res.
British  Academy.  Availab le fro m
http s://m ainstreamgenderh ighereducation.wordpress.c
om/rep orts/   

CohenMiller, A., Durrani, N., Kataeva, Z., & Makhmetova, Z.  (2022) Conducting focus groups in
multicultural educational contexts: Lessons learned and methodological insights. International Journal
of Qualitative Methods. https://doi.org/10.1177/16094069221076928  

First presented at the 1st Annual GenCon Gender Forum, Sejin Koo (previously from NU SSH,
and now at Inha University, Korea), has just published insightful research around the gender
gap in politics.  

                 Koo, S. (2022). Leading or Cheer-Leading? The Gender Gap in Political Smiles. Politics &   
                 Gender, 18(1), 183-211. doi:10.1017/S1743923X20000379

As part of a British Academy grant , Anna
CohenMiller (GSE), Aigul Rakisheva (GSE alumni),
Zhanar Saniyazova (NU alumni), and Aray
Saniyazova (GSE PhD alumni)  published a country
report Identifying steps forward for equity and
Inclusion In higher education.
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Share your thoughts about a GenCon event
Suggest a new topic or event
Provide ideas for a speaker
Offer support (e.g., organization, social media, networking)

Email us at gencon@nu.edu.kz
Join our mailing list at www.gen-con.org

 

Hinton-Smith, T., Aiyelaagbe, O. CohenMiller, A., Kahime, K., Samuel, N., Haeri
Mazanderani, F., Rakisheva, A., Shurweryimana, F., Srinivasan, S., Uko, I. (2022).
Gender on the Higher Education Learning Agenda Internationally: Co-Constructing
Foundations for Equitable Futures. 
CohenMiller, A. & Lewis, J. (2022). Developing institutional and community
awareness to the legitimacy and visibility of gendered topics, research, and
partnerships. 
Lewis, J. & CohenMiller, A. (2022). Gender audit as pedagogical tool. In Kitchener, M.
(Ed). Handbook for the Promotion of Gender Sensitive Teaching-Learning.

From the Handbook for the Promotion of Gender Sensitive Teaching-
Learning funded by Horizon2020, three case studies were highlighted from

the GenCon team and are available from:
https://www.brookes.ac.uk/ocsld/publications/ .
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SASA Women’s March, 2nd Annual GenCon Gender Forum, Roundtable Discussion on 
#BreakTheBias, and a Book Talk event. 

A week-long run of display, this virtual and offline book display event aims to get the public inspired 
with the selected books authored and written by women in various disciplines. 

Organized by the NU Department of Student Services, an essay competition entitled “The Woman 
Who Inspires Me” invites students to submit articles celebrating the women in their lives who have 
inspired them. 

To join the international campaign to celebrate women’s contribution, an Instagram Photo 
Flashmob was also launched wherein anybody can take a photo where their arms were crossed 
and join the flashmob to support the #BreakTheBias global campaign and post it on Instagram. 

For this year, organized by the NU Sociology and Anthropology Student Association (SASA), a 
women’s march was held to raise awareness of the problems women face on campus such as 
sexism from peers and faculty, sexual and verbal harassment, sexual objectification and to support 
women in academia. It was attended by more than a hundred participants. 

The 2nd Annual GenCon Gender Forum was also held in celebration of the International Women’s 
Day with the theme Opportunities and Challenges for Gender Equity in Central Asia: Bridging 
Researchers, Policy Makers, and Practitioners. It was an online event which was attended by 174 
participants from various countries.

A fruitful discussion was also held with notable women speakers and their achievements. 
Roundtable #BreakTheBias has invited Madina Dzharbussynova, OSCE Special Representative on 
Combating Trafficking in Human Beings; Kassiyet Omarova, Consultant UNDP Kazakhstan;  Aizhan 
Ramazanova, co-founder of a NGO Institute of Childhood OYNA; and Dinara Kussain, Analyst, 
Communications and Advocacy UN Women Kazakhstan to talk about their experiences and 
achievements.

Lastly, a BookTalk with notable NU Women authors was also organized by NU Library. These 
women authors generously discussed their books and their experiences in writing it as well as its 
target audience and its impact on women’s research in shaping the society. Clare Griffin’s Mixing 
Medicines: The Global Drug Trade and Early Modern Russia offers unique insight on how the drug 
trade in Russia has evolved over the years and the place of American herbal medicine in Russian 
medicine trade. Shumaila Yousafzai’s Research Handbook of Women’s Entrepreneurship and 
Value Creation highlights women’s work and contribution as agents of change and its value and 
implications with policymaking and entrepreneurship. Jenni Lehtinen’s Doña Bárbara Unleashed: 
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From Venezuelan Plains to International Screen offers an exciting way of studying film and 
telenovela adaptations of a well-known story of Dona Barbara and how it changes societal norms 
such as the women’s role in Latin American context and audience expectations. Finally, Anna 
CohenMiller’s Questions in Qualitative Social Justice Research in Multicultural Contexts intends 
to provide readers with the self-reflections and research journeys including emerging research 
practices that encourages inclusivity and social justice in the qualitative research.

Indeed, it was a successful week-long event to celebrate women’s contributions to society. 
Empowering and forging women’s equality will help to #BreakTheBias. 
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